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THE SEARCH 

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign seeks nominations and applications for the position of 

Director, Krannert Art Museum. The next director will be a visionary leader in the arts with a strong 

commitment to building a dynamic, inclusive, and collaborative museum hub that engages campus, 

community, and national constituencies in experiences of creative expression. 

Krannert Art Museum is an engaged partner in the intellectual and cultural work of the campus and its 

host communities, actively involving local residents, faculty, students, and staff as initiators and partners 

in compelling investigations of contemporary culture and society. The museum has a collection of more 

than 11,500 works of art that date from the fourth millennium BCE to the present and reflect the 

museum’s educational mission. The programming both mirrors and illuminates big questions and 

uncertainties, generating further inquiries along with robust, iterative responses to key challenges. 

Supporting the work of the museum includes 19 full time staff with the director overseeing a total budget 

of approximately $2.6 million.  

Major priorities for the next director include increasing the museum’s integration into curriculum across 

campus, enlisting more of the intellectual assets of the campus into the museum’s exhibition and 

educational objectives, and raising the museum’s visibility as a leading campus art museum in the United 

States that engages locally and nationally. The director will be responsible for all activities of the museum, 

expected to work across the University and to provide strategic vision, direction, artistic oversight, and 

executive and administrative leadership for an organization that serves its campus and community. The 

director represents the museum to various external constituencies, most notably alumni and friends of 

the arts, public audiences throughout the region, and the museum and arts professions at large, 

cultivating donors and patrons to secure philanthropic support. Overall, the director provides strategic 

leadership for Krannert Art Museum, ensuring that the institution’s mission is clearly understood and that 

its objectives are fully articulated and effectively pursued. 

Inquiries, nominations and applications are invited.  Review of applications will continue until the position 

is filled. Candidates should provide a CV/resume and a letter of application that addresses the 

responsibilities and requirements described above. Interested candidates are encouraged to submit 
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materials prior to October 20, 2025. All inquiries, nominations/referrals, and applications should be sent 

electronically to: 

Benjamin Tobin, Ryan Leichenauer, and Alaine Small 

Isaacson, Miller 

 

https://www.imsearch.com/open-searches/university-illinois-urbana-champaign-college-fine-
and-applied-arts/director-krannert 

 

The University of Illinois System is an equal opportunity employer, including but not limited to disability 

and/or veteran status, and complies with all applicable state and federal employment mandates. We 

welcome individuals with diverse backgrounds, experiences, and ideas who embrace and value diversity 

and inclusivity. Please visit Required Employment Notices and Posters to view our non-discrimination 

statement and find additional information about required background checks, sexual 

harassment/misconduct disclosures, COVID-19 vaccination requirement, and employment eligibility 

review through E-Verify. 

Applicants with disabilities are encouraged to apply and may request a reasonable accommodation 

under the Americans with Disabilities Act (2008) to complete the application and/or interview process. 

Requests may be submitted through the reasonable accommodations portal, or by contacting the 

Accessibility & Accommodations Division of the Office for Access and Equity at 217-333-0885, or by 

emailing accessibility@illinois.edu. 

The University of Illinois must also comply with applicable federal export control laws and regulations 

and, as such, reserves the right to employ restricted party screening procedures for applicants. 
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